Term Planner

8t April | Night at the Fair (4-9pm)

24th Staff Development Day
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Congratulations to the following

Bronze Superstar students: April | (staff members return)
We will see you on Wednesday at the morning :;:I Studentsetun
assembly! 28" | School Photo Day
Mohamed Abdul Latif, Riley Baird, William Burns, ARt s
Addison Cook, Amelia Craft, Tahlia D'Amico, May | Assembly 8:53 am
. . 5th May | Fairy Tale Performance
Jordan De Martin, Andre Dzeparoski, Nash 10n | NAPLAN — Wiifing &
| H May Language Conventions
Ferguson, Jgshuo HoHsTone,.Tom Hon@dge, T e
Jacob Hosking, Chelsea Neill, Elliot Rainford, May

Toby Russell, Chloe Rutledge, Alyssa Srbinovski, || may |

Calista Stevanoski, Sophie Thackray, Jack Tully | ey | Education Week

18th District Cross Country

@@@ Z\;“y Walk Safely to School Day

May
Lewis Andrews, Jacob Hosking, Connor MacRae, | 26" | National Sorry Day

Hadley Morris, Tyla O'Brien, Miley Reh, Keeley He
Reynolds, Mackenzie Smart, Isabel Smith and
Sophie Thackray

Are you up to date with what is happening at our

school?

Do you have our school app?e : ElalreeHEights

Have you liked our Figtree Heights Public School 4 P
‘LIKE’" Facebook page? 2

Timeline About Phd



From the desk of the Assistant Erincipal
e

Meet our Cabtains
Jacob Chichkan

R
-----

What is your favourite thing at FHPS?
The people.

What are your hobbies? Mountain
bike riding and video gaming.

Do you have any siblings? Yes,
Yolanda in Year 4.

What is your favourite thing on the
canteen menu? Pie and salad.

What is your favourite lunch time
activity? 3D printing.

Describe your ultimate playground.
5 hectares big with a massive water
park and dirt bike frack, along with
an abandoned hospital for paint
ball.

What is Due and When?

ICAS Test money
s/s
5/6 Camp notes
and money s/s

Friday 8t April

Wednesday 7th
September

Please note:
$/8= selected students only

Pink Stumps Day Update

Figtree Heights Public School’s Pink Stumps Day raised a
total of $345.30. This will go towards the McGrath
Foundation and help families affected by breast cancer.
Thank you to those who supported the event.

A Night Fair

*

YOU ARE INVITED TO
B "

ZERO more sleeps!
It is here!

The fair will start at 4pm and finish at 9pm. It is sure to be a
fantastic event with rides, show bags, side show alley,
performances, food and market stalls. | personally cannot
wait for the ‘Teachers Sponge Face’' gamel

A huge thank you to the fete committee — Stuart
Wilkinson, Kelly Andrews, Ruth Burns, Belinda Monkman
and Jo Brain for their time, efforts and organisation.

Another thank you to all the parents, loved ones and
even our ex-students who have volunteered their time to
help out.

Without community support, events like this would not be
possible. Our students are very excited!



ﬂFrom the desk of the Assistant Crincibal

Meet our Cabtains

Madi (Madilyn)
Ladmore

What is your favourite thing at FHPS?
The education and the people.

What are your hobbies? Acting and
making people laugh.

Do you have any siblings? Yes, Alex

in Year 3 and Olivia (Livvy) in Year 8.

What is your favourite thing on the
canteen menu? Fruit Cups.

What is your favourite lunch time
activity? Netball and hanging out
with my friends.

Describe your ultimate playground.
Water slides with monkey bars over
a pool. FHPS mini trains that take
you to the different ‘stations’.

‘Feedback on Student Progress’
This week you received your
child’s ‘Feedback on student
progress’. This document is
individualised for each student.
You are given strategies to help
your child to progress in English
and Mathematics.

School Photos — 28t April

The envelopes have been distributed. If you require
an envelope for sibling photos please collect from
the office.

Winter Uniform Changeover

FHPS will begin our two-week winter uniform change
over at the start of Term 2. The change over period
allows students to wear either summer or winter
uniform for the first two weeks of the term with full
winter uniform to be fully implemented at the start of
week 3. Please remember that the school photo day
on Thursday 28th April will be full winter uniform.

We still have a large stock of new and second hand
uniforms in the office for sale. The new uniforms are
50% off so come and grab a bargain.

Al Figtree Heights we ‘Give a GONSKI’
Atftached to this week's newsletter are two
documents:

- ‘Your Child. Our Future.’ Fact Sheet

- 'Your Child. Our Future.’ Policy

We urge you to read the documents to gain a
stfronger understanding of the Gonski Funding and
what it means to FHPS.

We also urge you to ‘Give Your Own GONSKI" at
hitp://www.igiveagonski.com.au/

End of Term 1

We are a quarter of the way through our school year!
What a great term it has been!

We would like to wish everyone a safe and happy
holiday. Figtree Heights students will return

Wednesday 27th of April.
Kind regards,

Sarah Thurston
Assistant Principal


http://www.igiveagonski.com.au/

Canteen News
Canteen Roster

The canteen is open on a Monday, Wednesday

and Friday for lunch orders.
Snacks only at lunchtime on Tuesday and
Thursday.
Don'’t forget to use our canteen!

Introducing
Book Clubs LOOP

for Parents

LOOP is the Scholastic Book Clubs
Linked Online Ordering & Payment platform for parents.

To order and pay for Scholastic Book Clubs by credit card visit:
www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP

GET IT ON

P> Google play

’ Download on the
- App Store

Monday PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Tuesday STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY
Wednesday | Sonya DeBruyn & VOLUNTEER REQUIRED
Thursday Jennifer Munro & Natalie Reynolds
Friday Sonya DeBruyn & Brooke Bridge

Volunteers are required for the following days —

Canteen Volunteers - Required

5t Tuesday of the month 11am - 12pm
4 Monday of the month 9am - 12:30pm
4th Wednesday of the month 9am - 12:30pm

[ ODE

A safe and fun holiday program designed to engage participants in various creative
activities including; Art, Circus, Dance and Drama.

Tuesday 19* April, Wednesday 20%* April
10am to 3pm

$65 per child, per day

6 to 12 year olds

DANCESPACE 383,

11 Glebe street, Wollongong

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
www.trybooking.com (Keyword: Hodgepodge)

www.honorajenkins.com (Events tab)

School Information

Find our app: Go to the app store and download
the FHPS app.

User name: community

Password: figtreehtsps

S¢

4

Sc

chool Phone: 42 286555
chool email: figtreehts-p.school@def.nsw.edu.au

lebsite: http://www figtreehts-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/

Out of
r School Hours

VAcAmmN

* T1TH - 26TH APRIL
* 8AM - 6PM WEEKDAYS
* AT CENTRE & EXCURSION DAYS
- 540/ DAY . excursion costs

%S P
'95

BOOK NOW!
PH: 4227 2515
EMAIL: CENTRE@FHOOSH.NET

2 F] Out of
%’%5 HETCHT School Hours
MAC Lol Care

BEFORE SCHOOL CARE NOW AVAILABLE
AT FIGTREE HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOL

* 6.30AM - 8.30AM

* BREAKFAST INCLUDED

* GETTING Y FOR SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
* GAMES AND CRAFTS

* ONLY $20 PER CHILD PER DAY

BOOK NOW!
PH: 4227 2515
EMAIL: CENTRE@FHOOSH.NET

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/FigtreeHeightsPublicSchool/



mailto:figtreehts-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au
http://www.figtreehts-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/FigtreeHeightsPublicSchool/

YOUR CHILD
OUR FUTURE.

INNOVATIONAHROUGH EDUCATIO

Labor’'s positive plan for schools will implement the needs-based Gonski reforms on time and
in full. It will also reverse all of Mr Turnbull’'s $30 billion school cuts, with $4.5 billion in targeted
resources for classrooms in the 2018 and 2019 school years alone.

‘Your Child. Our Future’ will drive permanent Improvement In our schools.

1 More Individual attention
« Extra one-on-one time to meet the needs of every student
« Literacy and numeracy support for every student
» Early intervention programs in every school

2 Better tralned teachers
» Higher teacher entry standards and better training for the classroom
« More specialist teachers to help improve every student’'s reading, writing and maths
« Better professional development and support to meet every child’s needs

3 More resources and better opportunities
+« New subject choices and extra-curricular activities
« More support for students with disability
» Access to specialist allied health support - like speech and occupational therapists

Labor’s plan for our schools will also mean real parental engagement and better communication
about your child’s learning.

“Your Child. Our Future’ will put accountability and transparency back into our school system.
Parents need to know that federal school funding is actually making it to classrooms and is being
spent on the things that make a difference.
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Labor’s positive plan for schools

Labor's Your Child, ©ur Future represents the most significant improvement in schools education in
Australia for two generations.

Improving education is the key to opportunity, to innovation and to the future economic and social
prosperity of our nation.

Mo matter what their backoround; no matter where they live = city, suburb or in the regions; no
matter what type of school they go to - Government, Catholic or Independent; Labor wants every
child to hawve the same chance of succeeding at school, and in life, as any other child in the country.

As part of Your Child., Our Future, the Gonski funding and reforms will be delivered on-time and
in-full - and the Turnbull Government's cuts will be reversed.

This $37.3 billion investment will ses every child in every school funded on the basis of need.

Your Child. Our Future will drive reforms that improve teaching and learning - securing Australia’s
long-term economic future and giving students the basic skills they need for the jobs of the future.

This funding is not a blank chegue - it comes with strict obligations and benchmarks on systems,
schools and teachers, so that parents can track improvements in their children's l2arming.

Additional school funding is an investrment, and we want to see the best possible returm for every
student, and as a country.

Labor is putting education at the centre of our positive program for government.,
For the Prime Ministar to talk about innovation while he is cutting funding to schools, TAFE and
universities is just that - nothing but talk.

Labeor's education plan will drive innovation and opportunity by improving education outcomes for
all Australian students.

EVERY SCHOOL. EVERY CHILD.

Labor's plan will see every student get a better education, in every school around Australia.
By funding students on the basis of need, this investrment will flow to Government schools, Catholic
schools and Independent schools.

This historic imvestrment will allow every school to provide every child with:

»  Maore individual attention;
» Better trained teachers; and
» Better support for students with a disability



Funding arrangements will be transparent and accountable, States will be required to uphold their
obligations under existing agreements and ensure that federal investment delivers evidence-basad
programs in classrooms, and is not used to prop up state budgets.

To drive this reform, Labor has set clear targets in school education, incuding:

By 2020 By 2025

+ 95 per cent Year 12 completion *  Retuming Australia to the top
five countries in reading,

+ Al STEM teachers in secondary maths and science

schools will have a relevant
tertiary gualification «  Meeting the OECD definition of a

high quality and high equity

= Al students will study maths or schooling system

science to Year 12

+»  Digital technologies and com
puter science - coding- = is
taught in every primary and
secondary Australian school.

=  Ensuring that all schools have
the opportunity to engage with
at least one school in Asia,
including online, and that every
Australian student will have the
opportunity, and be encouraged,
to undertake a continuous
course of study in an Asian
language or culture throughout
their years of schooling.

Australian schooling has fallen behind intermationally.

According to OECD data, in the year 2000, only one country outperformed Australia in reading
and maths, and in 2006 only two countries outperformed Australia in science,

Today, 16 countries outperformed Australia in maths; 9 countries outperformed Australia in read-
ing and 7 countries outpearformed Australia in science,

These reforms bring Australia back to the front of the pack, and provide a platform for schooling
to tackle all the challenges of the future economy.

This means adapting and modsernising our education system so that our kids can be empowered,
productive and active participants in shaping the rapidly changing world rather than be bystand-
ers confronted with its challenges.

This means fostering the development of a dynamic education systermn where students learn to
embrace uncertainty, encourage collaboration, harness global perspectives and make time and
space for creativity.

The conseguences of falfing to invest In school improvement

The OECD report Universal basic skills: what countries stand to gain has guantified the national
economic benefits of improving overall results and equity in our schools.

If we can eqguip all Australian high school graduates with the basic skills needed for the global
economy by 2030, it would be the equivalent to adding 2.8 per cent to our GDP today. That is the
same as a $44 billion expansion in our economy today.

Given Federal Government expenditure on schools is around 1 per cent of GDP, or $15 billion, this
would be an incredible returm on investrent.




Education is the most important prereguisite for Australia building an innovation systemn capable
of competing with the rest of the world and building the economy of the future,

Innovation is not possible without a stronger schools, vocational education and higher education
system.

“The quality of schooling in a country is a powerful predictor of the wealth that
countries will produce in the long run” - QECD, Universal basic skills: what countries
stand fo gain, 2015

Labor sees education as the most important enabler for an individual's success. That's why we will
irvest in Australians from early childhood education, through to vocational education and TAFE
as well as in our universities.

Labor has already announced our positive plans for a strong TAFE and a stronger vocational
education sector through the TAFE funding guarantee,

Labor will also make significant investments in higher education which, from 2018, will boost per
student funding by $2,500 a yvear, comparad with the Liberals’ plan. We will also drive a
significant quality and completions agenda so that, by 2020, there will be 20,000 more graduates
per year.

The reforms

Your Child, Our Future will put nesds-based funding permanently at the heart of our school
system - so every student in every school will get the support they need to achieve their best,

The choice is simple: Labor believes in investing in every Australian student to give therm the
opportunity to reach their potential, the Libearals will just continue with a broken and unfair systerm
that leaves most Australian kids unprepared for the future,

Where they are being properly delivered, needs-based school reforms are already making a big
difference in our classrooms - improving results and changing lives. They are simply too
important to abandon.

To deliver an education system that provides students with the skills they need for the jobs of the
future, Labor will:

- Implement the Gonski agreements on time and in full and reverse Malcolm Tumbull's cuts
- Provide long-term funding certainty so schools, principals and teachers can focus on
improving outcomes for their students

- Enforce transparency and accountability measures to ensure federal investment actually
reaches classrooms and drives evidence-based improvements in teaching and leaming

FOCUS ON EVERY CHILD’S NEEDS
Taflored support, and more one-on-one attention
Labors approach to schools is simple: every child should get a great education.

Labor's positive plan for schools will make sure every child gets more attention,
more tallored support, and more one-on-one time.




All students will benefit. Especially for those with the most to gain, with nesds-based loadings for:

- Students with a low socio-economic background
- Indigenous students

- Students with disability

- Students with limited English

= Small schools

- Rural, regional and remote schools

MORE INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

Investing in schools to improve literacy and numeracy

Your Child, Cur Future will ensure all students are supported to improve their literacy and
rumeracy skills and reach their full potential. Labor's plan will deliver:

-  More one-on-one support and attention for every student

- Early intervention programs in every school, so that students don't fall behind

- Remedial literacy and nurmeracy support in every school

- Extension classes to challenge students that are excelling in class

- Increased Year 12 completion through more alternative and vocational pathways, so all
students leave school with the skills they need for jobs in the moderm economy

- Access to specialist allied health support - like speech and cccupational therapists

- A focus on evidence based teaching and learning to make sure our schools do more of what
works, and less of what doesn't

- More subject choices

- More extra-curricular activities

Early interventifon for every student that needs It

More than ones in five Australian children isn't reaching key milestones when they start school and
too many of these students stay behind. Without early intervention these challenges are
exacerbated, compounding vear after year.

Evidence shows that with the right early intervention, these students catch up.!

Your Child. Our Future will make sure early Intervention programs are In place In every school,
50 that no student Is left behind, and every student fulfils thelr potential.

Evidence based learning for every child

For effective early intervention, teachers need access to data about student performance in real
tirme.

With the continual integration of technology and digital platforms in Australian classrooms, the
opportunities for real tinne analysis will open a new frontier for adaptive assessment and, as
required, teacher intervention.

! The Mitchell Institute, Educational opportunity in Australia 2015 Who succeeds and who misses out, 2015,




It will give teachers more tools to know when a student is strugaling, or excelling, and enable
more targeted teaching.

Your Child, Our Future will allow schools to invest in the tools and training they need to target and
adapt teaching to meet the needs of every student.,

Targeted teaching and data analysis is improving cutcomes for Australian students

In 2015 the Grattan Institute showed how targeted teaching and the use of data was being used to
improve student learning in Australian schools.

Using adaptive and diagnostic testing, teachers have been able pinpoint student progress and
target their teaching to what each individual student needs to learn next. By continually tracking
progress every student can be supported to learn those skills and concepts they have not mastered
and stretched to achiewve their beast.

Teachers report students are more engaged and better behaved in class. Most importantly, one of
the trial schools in a disadvantaged area is on track to improve the proportion of garly primary
students mesting learning benchrmarks by 20 percentage points.

The Grattan Institute also found that targeted teaching and better use of data could be rolled out
across school systems if teachers are supported to work collaboratively and have access to the
right professional development, tools and system.

Source: The Grattan Institute, Targeted teaching: How better use of data can improve student
learning, 2015.

BETTER TRAINED TEACHERS AND BETTER QUALITY TEACHING
Investing in our feachiing workforce for higher teaching standards

If we want our school system to be among the best in the world, we need make sure we attract
excellent candidates to the teaching profession and equip them with the skills they need to make
a difference in the lives of students.

A Labor Governrment will work with universities, school systems, teachers and principals to
improve the guality of teaching and learning by:

- Enhancing entry requirements for teaching degrees, improving initial teacher education, and
ensuring better ongeoing professional development

- Ensuring all teachers hawve the skills and support they nesed to target evidence-based teaching
to the needs of individual students

More professional support for teachers in the classroom

Evidence shows that the skills and practices of teachers in the classroom have the greatest direct
impact on student outcomes.

Teachers who are masters of their discipline are better able to inspire students and prepare them
for the workforce and further study.



Your Child, Our Future will ensure better professional support for teachers in every school by:

- Making sure they have access to specialist and lead teachers, including STEM specialists,
inclusion specialists and senior teachers experiencad in reviewing and improving teaching
practice

- Using technology so every teacher can benefit from access to specialists - regardless of
school size and location

- Making sure all secondary teachers receive subject-specific ongoing professional
development, so they can keep up with developments in their field and the skills students will
need to succeed in the workplace and further study

Lifting the gualifications of STEM teachers in the classroom

75 per cent of the fastest growing occupations today reguire skills in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM), and employment in STEM cccupations is projected to grow at
almost twice the pace of other occupations.

Ensuring that Australia’s workforce is ready for the jobs of the future begins in schools - ensuring
that STEM teachers are equipped to teach with expertise and enthusiasm to encourage students
to pursue STEM subjects through to Year 12,

Yet today in Australia, about 40 per cent of teachers teaching science and maths in years 7 to 10
do not have a STEM tertiary gualification; senior secondary student participation in STEM
subjects has fallen to the lowest levels in 20 years, and maths and science literacy has fallen over
the past decade.

Labor has already announced a comprehensive strategy to lift the number of qualified STEM
teachers In schools and provide upskilling opportunities for existing teachers to ensure they
have the STEM knowledge necessary to adequately teach these subjects.

A Shorten Labor Government will:

- Make sure that by 2020, all secondary STEM teachers are tertiary gualified in their discipline

- Establish a STEM teacher training fund to support 25,000 primary and secondary school
teachers over five yvears to undertake professional developrment in STEM disciplines

- Encourage STEM graduates to teach, by offering 25,000 Teach STEM scholarships ower five
years, to address the shortage of qualified teachers

- Recipients will get $5,000 when they commence a teaching degree and $10,000 when they
complete their first year of teaching

- Give every child in Australia the opportunity to learn coding and computational thinking in
school

- Inspire more students to study maths or science to Year 12

School leadership

FPrincipals have incredibly important - and difficult - jobs. Yet Australia does not have a nationally
consistent approach for preparing principals for the role,

School leadership is crucial to driving improvernent in teaching and learning.

With 80 per cent of principals aged ower 50 and many set to retire in the coming years,? we need
to be preparing the next generation of school leaders.

2 www.aitsl.edu.au/docs/default-source/school-leadership/principal-preparation/praparing-future-leaders. pdf



A Shorten Labor Government will support principals and improve school leadership by:

- ldentifying potential school leaders early, and preparing them for the role through formal
leadership pathways

- Working with principals associations to put in place a national approach to best practice
qualification, certification and recognition.

- Enhancing links between universities and schools to strengthen the ongeoing professional
development of principals

- Ensuring better on-going support to help principals improve their schools through
evidence-based change

SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITY
Sup porting children with disability

The most important factor in making sure students with disability get the support they need at
school is fully implementing nesds-based funding in our schools,

It is widely acknowledged that there are many students with disability whose needs have not
been adequately identified.

In 2013, Labor established Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with
Disabkility (NCCD) to determine the level of adjustment and support reguired for all students to
fully participate in school education. Part of this process was to determine the level of unmet
neec.

The Turnbull Government has chosen not to release the outcomes of the NCCD and has left many
students without the adequate support they need.

A Shorten Labor Government will work with the states and territories to properly fund a disability
loading in line with the outcomes of the NCCD procsss,

Students with disability, their parents and teachers have waited long enocugh.

That Is why Labor will provide $320 million from 2017 In additional funding - more than
reversing the Turnbull Government’s cuts to the More Support for Students with Disabllities
program.

Your Child, Qur Future will also implement the recommendations of the Senate Inguiry into the
Education and Attainment of Students with Disability, including:

- Establishing a national strategy to improve the education of students with disability;

- Making it mandatory for all initial teacher education courses to teach best-practice skills in
inclusion

= Priortising the development of a national approach to modifying the curriculum for students
with disability.




Too many students with disabllity missing out

Students with disabkility are too often missing out on the opportunities to learn that are
taken for granted by other students. According to a recent survey of parents:

- Onein five students with disability does not attend school full time; and

- Onein four students with disability has been denied school enrolmentl.

Students with disakility are also significanthy less likely to finish school - with lifelong
impacts on people’s employment prospects and economic participation:

- 26 per cent of people with a disability do not go beyond Year 10, comparad to 18 per
cent of people without a disability; and

- 36 per cent of people aged 15 -64 vears with reported disability had completed year 12
compared to 60 per cent of people without a disability2.

Sources:

1. Children With Disability Australia, Submission to the Senate Inquiry into the education of students
with disability, 2015.

2. Maticnal Disabkility Services, Submission to the Senate Inquiry into the education of students with
clisability, 2015,

BETTER TARGETED RESOURCES FOR SCHOOLS
Giving teachers the resources they need

Labaor is making this significant investment to ensure that every student in every school has a
great education - and that starts with making sure every teacher and principal has the resources
they need to provide the best education possible.

Your Child, Qur Future will mean more resources will flow into all classrooms, so schools can
deliver improved programs that respond to individual student need. School systems will have
flexibility to choose the programs that will deliver the best results for their students.

Without this investment too many students will simply be left behind.

Schools will have the flexibility to irvest in resources such as:

- In-classroom technology to support leaming

- Music, sport and drama programs

- Access to specialist allied health support - like speech and occupational therapists
- More subject choices

- More extra-curricular activities

Real engagement with parents

Parents are their children's mast important teacher. Research shows that outside-school
influences, like the home ervironment, have a very significant impact on student learning and
developrent.

For parental engagement to drive improved outcomes, we need to go beyond simply invelving
parents in school life and create partnerships with them that are focused on their child's learning.
Increased investrnent in schools will ensure teachers have the time and the tools they need to



better engage with parents Your Child, Cur Future will:

- Improve communication with parents, so they know what their child is doing at school and
what they can do to support learning at home

- Make sure disachvantaged schools have formal programs that get parents involved in their
child's learning at the earliest stage

- Improve initial teacher education and ongoing professional development to ensure all
teachers have the skills to support sustained family engagement

ACCOUNTARBILITY AND TRANSPARENMNCY

Federal investrent in schools should reach our classrooms. This funding is for students, not to
prop up state budgets.

Federal Labor expects that States and Territories will honour their funding obligations in
accorcancs with existing agreements.

In addition, Your Child. Cur Future will providing funding for those jurisdictions that were not
signatories to the original agreements - Gueensland, Western Australia and the Morthern Territory
- in line with the original offers made by Federal Labor in Government.

A Shorten Labor Government will work with Queensland, Western Australia and the Morthern
Territory to ensure that they can participate in these nationally significant reforms and make sure
that students in these jurisdictions get the full benefits of these schools funding reforms over
tirme.

Labor will work with states, territories and school systems to ensure that our investrent is being
used to improve results at a local level and this is being transparently communicated to parents.

Parents nesd to be sure that taxpayers' money is reaching the classroom and delivering
evidence-based programs that boost student results. With Your Child, Our Future school systerns
will need to be transparent and accountable for how they distribute additional funding to improve
student outcomes.

The choice is clear - Malcolm Tumbull’s cuts to schools
Malcolm Turnbull’'s cuts to schools

The Liberals promised a “unity ticket” on school funding. Instead, they ripped billions out of
Australia's schools and durmped the Gonski reforms.

The 2015-16 MYEFQ - the first budget update under Malcolm Turnbull and Scott Morrison -
confirmed billions of dollars in cuts to Government, Catholic and Independent schools.
Malcolm Turnbull's cuts mean:

» AN average cut of $3.2 million per school - the same as sacking one in seven teachers
»  Less individual support

»  Fewer subject choices

»  Less support for students with disability

» Literacy and numeracy programs cut

» Less training and support for teachers




The Government has besn repeatedly warned about the impact of these cuts;

"Fees will increase, schools could close and the guality of education will be compromised.”
(Mational Catholic Education Cormmission, & February 2015)

"Owver a period of time, this could only lead to a reduction in programs and education quality,
or in the case of independent schools, significant increases in fees.” (Independent Schools
Quesnsland, 12 May 20145

The Liberals' education cuts will leave every student in every classroom worse off, lock our
schools into a cycle of inequality and put Australia’s future prosperity at risk.

The need for reform

In Government, Labor recognised the urgent national importance of excellent and equitable
schools and commissioned the biggest review of our school funding system in 40 years - the
independent Review of Funding for Schooling.

The review invohed more than 70 education groups, 39 school visits in every state and territory,
and more than 7000 submissions. It found that falling attainment and growing inequality needed
to be urgently arrested.

The reviewers also found that “Australia lacks a logical, consistent and publically transparent
approach to funding schools” and recommendsad the implementation of a needs-based,
sector-blind system.

Labor adopted these reforms and put in place a six-year transition to a national school funding
model that would make sure every student in every school had the support and opportunities
they need to achisve their best.

“With increasingly intense global competition for innovative, creative and skilled people, Australia
needs to work harder and more cleverly than ever to maintain a knowledge and skill base that can
adapt to change and keep up with the world around us. Australia's declining educational
performance internationally is something of which no Australian can be proud. Turning this arcund
will require concerted effort and attention and will take time. Above all, the additional Investment
neaeded to Implement a schoollng resource standard Is necessary because, without it, the high
cost of poor educational outcomes will become an even greater drag on Australla’s soclal and
economic development in the future. The need for the additional expenditure and the
application of what those funds can do Is urgent. Australia will only slip further behind unless, as
a natlon, we act and act now.” - p212, Final Report: Review of Funding for Schooling, 201

Since the Review of Funding for Schooling, the need for investment and reform has become more
urgent.

Between 2008, when MNAPLAM testing was introduced, and 2015 - overall levels of achievernent
have not significantly improved.

This led the Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority to warn:

“The 2015 results show that at 3 national level we are seeing little change in studeant
achievernent in these important areas of leaming.” CACARA CEQ, 5 August 20715)




Financial implications

Labor is committing to fund a permanent and ongeoing shift to needs-based funding in our schools
because every child in every school should be equipped with the basic skills to secure the jobs of

the future,

The independent Parliamentary Budget Office has costed the impact of funding years five and six

at $4.5 billion.

To ensure these reforms are permanent and ongeoing, Labor has provisioned $37.3 billion for the
package over the decade from 2015-16 to 2025-26 ({inclusive of Labor's commitment to fund years

five and six).

Moasuro 201516 201617 201718 201819 Total
School Reform Funding 0.0 0.0 -562.0 21710 =2723.0
Disability interim funding -53.3 =106.7 -106.7 -266.7
Chilclren with a Disability Australia -0.2 -0.2 -0.3
Total funding -53.3 -558.8 22778 =2723.0

This funding will be offset, over the forward estimates and the medium-term, by existing

improvements to the Budget proposed by Labor including making multinational companies pay
their fair share of tax reforms to the taxation of multinational entities, reducing superannuation

tax concessions for millionaires, increasing the changes to tobacco excise, ceasing the Emissions
Reduction Fund, and not proceeding with the Liberals’ new Baby Bonus.,

The Gonski reforms represented a structural shift in the way our schools are funded. The first six
year agreements are being honoured by Labor with this announcement.

Labor's commitment to schools is ongoing, and therefore Labor has provisioned funding for

school year 2020 and beyond through the Your Child, Our Future plan.

The actual funding agresements for the post 2020 period will be negotiated and agreed through
the next round of Commonwealth-State school agreements, with any amendments to the funding

provision accounted for at that time.
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